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RECOMMENDATION
That:
1.

Council does not provide any preferred merger options to the NSW State Government as it
has requested.

2.

Council provides the allowed 50 word statement giving the reasons opposing any merger
and expressing extreme aversion to a multi-council amalgamation along with a brief
attachment providing supporting data.

3.

Council separately provides a critique of the IPART report (see separate Mayoral Minute).

MAYORAL MINUTE
Immediately following the publication of the report of the Independent Pricing and Regulatory
Tribunal (IPART), the NSW Government invited Councils to indicate up to three preferred
merger options along with a statement of up to 50 words by 18 November 2015. While the
IPART report is viewed as final, Councils can separately submit a comment on the IPART report.
By way of background it should be noted that in a council poll in the 2012 local council election,
81.3% of voters opposed the amalgamation of Mosman Council with any other council.
In April-May this year as part of the process of responding to IPART by 30 June, Council
conducted surveys of four alternatives by feedback cards, on-line survey and a random intercept
survey. The results by each form of survey were similar. The total results are shown in Table 1.
Table 1

February - May 2015: total survey results from 1,211 responses

Scenario
Mosman independence
Merge with 5 Northern Councils
Merge with North Sydney
Merge with Manly

Support
82%
7%
23%
17%

Neutral
6%
8%
15%
21%

Oppose
12%
84%
61%
62%

Last week, following the State Government’s invitation to suggest up to three merger options,
Council held a public meeting attended by around 300 people and conducted a further survey to
elicit views on how to respond to the State Government. The results are shown in Table 2.

Table 2

26 October - 3 November 2015: results from 853 responses

Scenario
Merge with 5 Northern Councils
Merge with any councils
Provide State Government up to 3 merger
options

Yes
7%
17%
25%

No No response
93%
0%
83%
0%
74%
1%

It is very clear from all these surveys that a large majority of our residents (over 80%) support
independence and oppose any amalgamation and 74% of respondents indicated that Council
should not provide to the State Government any merger options.
These are the decisive democratic expressions of view of well-informed citizens.

