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Introduction

There are various ways of discovering the age of a house for those who are prepared to
devote time to the research process. It can be fun and often yields surprises.

The Local Studies Collection, housed in the Mosman Room, holds many resources to
assist you in researching the history of your house in Mosman.

Resources in other institutions may also be of assistance, and some of these are
referred to at the end of this guide.

This guide aims to help you to understand the process of researching your house history
and how to find the answers to some of these questions:

How old is my house?

Has the building been altered or extended?

Has the house ever had a name?

Whom was the house built for?

= =4 4 -—a -

Who has lived in the house?

What you knowé . sfar

Before starting your search in the Library it is helpful to gather as much information as
you can from your own sources. The best approach to your research is to begin with
what you know and work backwards. The following may help 1

1 The duplicate certificate of title, a copy of which you should have received at the time
of finalisation of transfer. However if there is a mortgage on the property, this
certificate may be with the mortgagee.

1 Sewer plans, zoning certificates, etc.

1 Photographs of the house and street taken by previous residents.

1 Information gathered from other residents in your street.

1 You may be able to estimate the date of construction of your house by reference to
the style of architecture and ornamentation. There are many guides to house styles
available in the Mosman Library, please see the brochure Architecture of Mosman

1 Building materials can assist in indicating the age of a house as hardware items such

as taps, transem levers were often marked with the year of manufacture. However,
remember that these items may have been installed after the year of manufacturer.

Mosman Library
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Archibald Mosman's house built in the early 1803 overlooking Mosman Bay‘

Mosman: Historical background

It is helpful to have an understanding of the history of Mosman and the type of resources,
which may be of assistance in your research. The area now known as Mosman was
once part of the District of Hunters Hill. In 1868 it was included in the Borough of St
Leonar dos whallafthe peegent emuneipalities of North Sydney and Mosman.
In 1890, North Sydney became a municipality and Mosman became a ward of North
Sydney. On 11 April 1893 Mosman Ward achieved independence from North Sydney
and became a separate Municipality.

Souter, Gavin - Mosman: A History (MUP, 1994)

This book contains a wealth of information about the settlement, development and
people of Mosman. LH 994.4 SOUT (Available for purchase from the Library.)

Resources
Following are sources of local information held in the Mosman Local Studies Collection.

1. TRACE - Mosman Library Digital Archive contains images, documents, oral
histories and film from the Local Studies Collection. This valuable resource
is continually being updated and it is advisable to check it for recent
additions.

2. Local Studies Card I ndex and the Libraryos

The Card Index is arranged alphabetically by street name, then numerically by
house number. It indexes newspaper articles and materials in the vertical files.
There may be articles or information about Council matters affecting your street,
such as road construction or heritage assessments.

3. Carrol | , -The8tdkasd Mosman (MHS, 1981).

It is essential to consult this book before commencing your research as the names
of some streets have changed over the years. LH 994.4 CARR. (Available for
purchase from the Library).

Mosman Library
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4. The Architecture of Mosman: a guide

A useful guide to resources available in Mosman library on the history and

conservation of architecture

Below is a list of some of the architects who designed buildings and houses in Mosman

Sydney Ancher

Ancher, Mortlock, Murray & Woolley
Richard Apperly

Adrian Ashton

McKay Austin

James Barnet

John R Brogan

Budden & Mackey
Burcham Clamp

Hedley Carr

E M DeBurgh (engineer)
Donald Esplin

C MFinch

D Forsyth Evans & Associates
Fowell & McConnel
Frank R Fox & Associates
F J Fraill

Neville Gruzman

A HHale

M P Hancock

R Hayward

S G Hirst & Kennedy
Hodgson & Sons

John Horbury Hunt

E Jeaffreson Jackson

J Johns

Alexander Stuart Jolly
ER & J E Justelius
Kenwood & Son

Peter Kollar

Merline le Gay Brereton
G Littlewood

Rutledge Louat

R G Maclurcan

N W McPherson

J K Merrimen

AV Minnett

Morrow & De Putron
Stuart Mould

Glen Murcutt

MWS & DB Engineers
N ET Nangle

NSW Government Architect
Oakley & Middleton
E H Orchard

H P Oser

James Peddle
Peddle & Thorp
Peddle, Thorp & Walker
Dennis Rourke

S A Seaton

Harry Seidler
Sheerin & Hennessy
Charles Slatyer

K B Spain

Spain & Cosh

Steer & Purnell

E Lindsay Thompson
S G Thorp

Buckland Tweed

B J Waterhouse

KV P Weir

Leslie Wilkinson

Alan Williams & Associates

H A Wilshire

H O Woodhouse

Woodward, Taranto & Wallace
Ken Woolley

Mosman Library
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5.

Parish Map of Mosman
Australia is divided into Counties, Parishes and Townships.

In 1848 New South Wales was divided into 141 counties each about 2000 square
miles. These were then divided into Parishes of about 25 square miles thereby
creating the basis of land administration. Parish maps record the transfer of land
from the Government to individuals. Subsequent changes in ownership are not
recorded unless the original grantee sold or mortgaged the land before the land
was surveyed. The maps are divided into portions of land which are numbered.
Each portion corresponds to a grant of crown land. These grants were either free,
purchased or the conversion of a conditional purchase or homestead selection.

The NSW Department of Lands produced these parish maps, which are an
extremely good source of information concerning the development of an urban
area. Information which can be found on parish maps includes the name of the
original land grantee, the area of each portion of land, the date a portion was
gazetted for certain uses, the date of Crown Grants (prior to 1863), the name of
any estates, place names, municipal boundaries and the dates municipalities were
proclaimed. They can also record if land was resumed by the Crown. Present
day streets are superimposed on the original land grant demarcations.

These maps were and are working documents and are always being updated.
Consequently there can be a number of editions for each parish published over
the years. The State Records and Land and Property Information websites have
copies of the working documents.

Hughes, Neville - Historical papers dealing mainly with early grants in
Mosman (Unpublished manuscript, 1995)

This work provides information regarding the history, owners, and size of the
original Crown Grant of which your lot formed a part. LH 994.4 HUGH

Mosman Library



