MOSMAN NEWS
Volume 2 Issue 2

APRIL 2008

Environmental levy success
The 5 per cent special rate levy for 12 years from 2000 for the
Community Environmental Contract has been a huge success in
tackling environmental issues such as stormwater quality, sea
walls, creek rehabilitation and bushland. More than 80 per cent
of stormwater collected by the Council's drainage system is now
filtered before it reaches the harbour and in excess of 2,000
tonnes of pollutants have been removed.
Sea walls have been reconstructed and work will start soon on
upgrading the structures at Pearl Bay, east side of The Spit,
Musgrave Street, Clifton Gardens and Sirius Cove, not only
because they are failing but also to make them more
environmentally friendly to intertidal invertebrates.
The original proposals for the levy were basically standard
engineering solutions but, due to community expectations and as
a result of environmental grant funds, they have been
considerably enhanced. To see first hand the value added to the
projects, residents are encouraged to visit Lawry Plunkett Reserve
at Balmoral or the new Joel's Reserve in Julian Street.
Our latest project that will start in the second half of the year is in
Botanic Road. Originally costed at $233,000, it has now been

A Mosman sea wall (above and top right) and an area where reconstructive natural
vegetation has been used to prevent erosion.

expanded to $1.2 million (including a Federal
Government grant of $343,000) to include stormwater
re-use. Run-off from approximately 35 hectares will be
captured and filtered and re-used to irrigate 70 to 80
per cent of The Esplanade and Balmoral Oval.
The scope of works under the original levy has been
considerably expanded and Council has resolved to
apply to the State Government to extend the rate for
another five years until 2016-17. After this time it will
be used to fund infrastructure maintenance.
The extension of the levy will not impact on current
rates. Submissions regarding the extension are invited
and letters should be addressed to the General
Manager. A special information evening on the
Council's 2008-09 budget and the extension of the
levy will be held on Thursday 8 May at 6pm in the
Council Chambers.

Protect your
local area
In a blow to local Council planning
democracy the Planning Minister Sartor
is set to submit legislation to the State
Parliament in the guise of planning
reform.
Mosman Mayor Councillor Denise
Wilton has raised concerns about the
haste with which the changes are being
introduced. She said, “Decisions which
affect Mosman residents should be
made in our own community. The
State’s pro-developer laws would mean
that a building could go up next to your

home which could affect your sunlight,
amenity and privacy. You would have no
say in the matter. Fight to save your
amenity and your streetscape.”
“No government should be taking
donations from developers or anyone with
a vested interest.” She added.

Make a submission to the Minister
by 24 April 2008.
Planning Reform,Department of Planning
GPO Box 39, SYDNEY NSW 2001
or email:
planningreform@planning.nsw.gov.au

www.mosman.nsw.gov.au
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Government grab for
Your community facilities
under threat

Drill

A State Government move, announced late last year, to divert property
developer payments from councils to its own coffers (euphemistically
described as being “held in trust”) sparked outrage from councils and
communities, and also media outlets. The Government, reacting to the
vehement response, appeared to back down. But has it? Certain sections
of the media seem to have swallowed the bait, but local government
analysts and your council are far from convinced. The impact on
ratepayers and the community generally could be devastating.

The present situation
Section 94 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment
Act 1979 allows Mosman Council to levy contributions from
developers for public amenities and services required as a
consequence of that development.
Contributions can be in the form of cash payments, transfer
or dedication of land to Council, or the provision of a
material of public benefit (generally known as works-in-kind).
For Council to set a levy, there must be a clear connection
with the proposed development and the need for the public
infrastructure for which the levy is being required.
In Mosman's case, funds raised are being directed to open
space acquisition and development and also car parking (the
1996 Spit Junction plan aims to recoup the cost of 69
additional public car parking spaces provided in Vista Street.
Developers of business premises at Spit Junction who cannot
provide the required parking on site make a contribution to
this fund).
The main thrust, however, is to provide additional open
space for posterity. Mosman is perceived to have a great deal
of open space but, in fact, Council is not a large landholder.
The major tracts of land are held by the Sydney Harbour
Federation Trust and the Department of Lands, on which
Council relies for sporting and recreational space (Council
does not own any of the five sporting ovals in Mosman).
Currently the focus of Council's open space acquisition is the
Mosman Bowling Club site in Belmont Road and Joel's
Reserve in Julian Street. Construction is also in progress at
Drill Hall Common on all-weather courts incorporating
stormwater re-use ($1.75 million) and conservation of the
historic Drill Hall ($1 million) using existing funds but the
future indoor sports facility ($2.45 million) could be in doubt.
Section 94 contributions are crucial in funding and
completing this program.

Left: Two local netballers on the site of
new netball courts, with the historic Drill
Hall in the background. The new courts
at Drill Hall Common are to be
completed by mid 2008.

The flow-on benefits of section 94 developer contributions are
even more far-reaching. They free up income from general
rates to create and maintain facilities like roads, footpaths,
stormwater systems, and community services such as Mosman
Library; and, seniors’ and youth activities.

What’s now proposed
The State Government in October last year announced its
intention to “overhaul” the development contributions system.
For the first time since the legislation’s enactment almost 30
years ago, it proposes to reduce the amount councils can
levy.
In response to strong criticism by councils following the
announcement, the Government in February claimed most
communities (councils) would be unaffected by the proposal;
and that only six councils in Sydney's north-west and southwest growth centres would be affected by the changes.
But the Local Government Association of NSW is adamant:
“Let us be clear,” it says. “There is no confirmed change in
the Government’s original position.” It points out that a
Department of Planning circular dated 6 November, 2007

Joel’s Reserve
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developer payments
The Mayor’s view

ill Hall site

Mosman Mayor Denise Wilton has been a vocal critic of State
Government proposals to control or limit councils' ability to levy
developer contributions.
“These contributions are there to provide new and improved open
space and recreation for the benefit of residents. If the Government
requires Mosman to provide additional new housing we should not
be restricted in meeting the resulting demand for services and
facilities.”
Minister Sartor has placed on exhibition until 24 April very
complex legislation affecting not only developer contributions but, in
fact, a wholesale revision of the NSW planning system.
This draft legislation will define what councils can levy developers
for and in some cases will require Ministerial approval to levy for
anything beyond a narrowly defined list.
“This legislation is being undertaken with undue haste and with
limited opportunity for public comment,” Mayor Wilton said.
“I encourage all residents of Mosman to visit the Department of
Planning website www.planning.nsw.gov.au to view the changes and
to make a submission, and join our ‘Keep it local campaign’.”

stated the new framework would apply to all councils across
the State.
The Association says the Government has changed its
position only on one peripheral aspect: the collection of
funds – the funds of the six growth centre councils, which
will be held in trust.
The impact on all other NSW councils, including Mosman,
will remain; that is, all councils across the State will,
according to the LGA, have the developer levies they can
collect slashed by up to 42 per cent.
In Mosman's case, Mayor Denise Wilton has stated that, if
the plan proceeds, a 10 per cent rate increase will be
required next year and in succeeding years simply to meet
current contractual arrangements for long overdue projects
such as the all-weather multi-purpose sporting amenities at
Drill Hall Common and ongoing payments for the acquisition of Joel’s Reserve and the Mosman Bowling Club site.
The Drill Hall Common project, which includes community
facilities, indoor and outdoor courts, water re-use,
landscaping and parking, involves more than $5.4 million
in works. It will be the first new Council-funded recreation
amenity in Mosman for more than 40 years.
An amount of $780,000 is still owed on the Mosman
Bowling Club site and $410,000 on Julian Street, both
creating open space land. (Ironically, the Council is buying
the Julian Street property from the State Government to
save it from a possible private sale and development – it is
waterfront land).
Needless to say, quite apart from the current commitments,
the ramifications for any future open space or other
projects are certain to be immense.

Mayor Wilton said “Your Council is working with the LGSA to
make strong representations for the Government and Ministers
Sartor and Costa.” Visit www.keepitlocal.org.au and also check out
the flyer in your letterbox.
The intent of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act
when enacted was clear – some contributions made as an off-set to
development in individual cases should be collected and managed
by the relevant local council for the benefit of residents – not
collected by Treasury and expended for the benefit of the
Government.
It is very important that you make a submission to the Government
about the proposed developer contribution amendment, please send
your comments to:
Or email:
Planning Reform
planningreform@planning.nsw.gov.au
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2001

Submissions close
Thursday 24 April 2008

Calling for volunteers!
Help your community in a fun, rewarding
and meaningful way. Council is looking
for enthusiastic volunteers to assist in
various programs such as:
<
Bushcare
<
Community Transport
<
Home Library Service
<
Meals-on-Wheels
<
Neighbourhood Aid
For more information on how you can help please call Liz
on 9978 4089 or email l.nagel@mosman.nsw.gov.au.
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Elections this September
On Saturday 13 September all New South Wales councils will hold elections to decide
councillors to hold office for the next four years.
Following a referendum in 2004 and effective from September 2008, Mosman will reduce
its number of councillors from 12 to nine and the number of wards from four to three. The
new wards have been named Balmoral, Middle Harbour and Mosman Bay.
Residents can see which ward they live in by viewing a map on Council’s website,
www.mosman.nsw.gov.au and then clicking the quick link “Elections 2008” on that home
page. This site will be used to provide all information relating to the coming election.
In addition to the election of councillors, Council has resolved to conduct a constitutional
referendum on the following question: “Do you favour the election of the Mayor by popular
vote?” “For” and “Against” cases will be prepared and distributed to all properties closer to
the election.
The NSW Electoral Commission is conducting an information evening for northern region
prospective councillors at the Willoughby City Council Chambers, Level 6, 31 Victor Street,
Chatswood, on 14 May from 6pm to 7.30pm dealing with the conduct of the elections. In
addition Council in conjunction with North Sydney Council is hosting an information evening
for prospective councillors on 16 July in the Morton Room, North Sydney Community
Centre, 220 Miller Street North Sydney. It will be conducted by the NSW Local
Government Association and will address issues relating to newly-elected councillors. For
further information on the elections see Council’s website www.mosman.nsw.gov.au.

Councillor
contacts
WEST WARD
Cr Anne Connon (Deputy Mayor)
phone - 9968 1854
fax - 9968 3693
email - a.connon@mosman.nsw.gov.au

Cr Simon Menzies
phone - 9960 8945
fax - 9960 5370
email - s.menzies@mosman.nsw.gov.au

Cr Denise Wilton (Mayor)
phone - 9960 8921
fax - 9960 8928
email - mayor@mosman.nsw.gov.au

MIDDLE HARBOUR WARD
Cr Andrew Brown
phone - 9968 3727
fax - 9968 4635
email - a.brown@mosman.nsw.gov.au

Cr Shirley Jenkins
phone - 9969 1867
fax - 9969 0937

Cr James Reid
phone - 9969 2186
fax - 9969 1777

EAST WARD
Cr Dominic Lopez OAM
phone - 9969 6057
fax - 9969 6287

Stormwater re-use

Cr Martin Skipper
phone - 9960 8153
fax - 9960 8703

Stormwater re-use is an important component
of the Council’s Drill Hall Common recreation
and sporting area. More than 1,700 tonnes of
sandstone was excavated for huge tanks that
will hold half a million litres of water.

Cr Kate Traill
phone - 9969 9531
fax - 9969 9549
email - k.traill@mosman.nsw.gov.au

...

BALMORAL WARD
Cr Lynette Elsegood

All the excavated material is to be re-used and
recycled, with large 1m sq blocks providing
retaining walls for works at Belrose, while
smaller-sized pieces are to be used throughout
Mosman during the $673,000 sea wall
upgrade program.

phone - 9968 4858
email - l.elsegood@mosman.nsw.gov.au

Cr Patricia Harvey OAM
phone/fax - 9968 3370

Cr David Strange
phone - 9969 1435
fax - 9969 0307

Mosman Mayor Denise Wilton inspects the stored material with
the Council's environmental co-ordinator Belinda Atkins.

Lighting up with
green power
Mosman residents are to be
Let’s
asked to make a voluntary
Reduce
contribution of $6 a year to
help convert all our street lighting to
green power.

Mosman’s
ecological
footprint

Rate notices for 2008-09 to be issued in July will include
information about payment.
Council hopes to be the first area in Australia to use green
power to light its streets.

Council contacts
Mosman Municipal Council
Civic Centre, Mosman Square
Mosman NSW 2088

it’s free,
it’s flexible
it’s a great opportunity
Look out for the green
flyer in your letterbox!
it’s for everyone
www.climatechallenge.org.au
Together Mosman can
make a big difference...
and have some fun
along the way.

General Inquiries
tel
9978 4000
fax 9978 4132
email council@mosman.nsw.gov.au
web www.mosman.nsw.gov.au

