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Constitutional recognition
of local government
When the Rudd Government went to
the 2007 Federal election its platform
included a commitment to
constitutional recognition of local
government.
It has been Mosman Council’s longstanding policy that local government
should be recognised constitutionally.
Attempts to amend the constitution
were unsuccessful in 1974 and 1988:
however, since federation only eight of
44 proposed amendments have been
successful – the last in 1977!
Your Council will begin a conversation
on constitutional recognition for local
government, involving all elected
members, over the next few weeks.
“Local government is the closest
sphere of government to the
community and according to surveys is
the most trusted,” Mayor Denise
Wilton, said.

Civic Centre, Mosman Square.

“Municipalities deliver the nation’s
priorities at the grassroots community
level – caring for an ageing population,
planning communities, supporting early
childhood development, responding to
environmental challenges and
providing crucial infrastructure to
ensure the economy performs.”
“In this day and age, it seems
ridiculous that local government only
exists under state legislation and has
no legal recognition in our national
constitution. It is appropriate for local
government to be recognised in the
constitution, which is the paramount
political document in the federation,
given the increased role of sector in
providing services and infrastructure to
Australians.”
The position determined by Council
will help inform proceedings at a
national local government constitutional
summit to be held in Melbourne in
December.

Your rate $ at work in Mosman
The financial year 2008-09 will bring the
implementation of one of the biggest
infrastructure programs in Council’s history.
Work is planned on multiple sites around the
area, including a major overhaul of Balmoral
Baths ($540,000); repairs to the children’s
pool at Edwards Beach ($150,000); and work
on Clifton Gardens baths ($300,000).
The construction of all-weather courts at Drill
Hall Common, together with rainwater re-use
tanks ($1.1 million), will be completed by
September and restoration of the old Drill Hall
($1 million) will mean this facility is available
for community recreational and cultural
purposes in early 2009.

SQID installation

Council’s engineers are busy finalising major
stormwater works at Hunter Road, Kiora
Avenue, Fairfax Road and Gladstone Avenue

and the 2008/09 $800,000 road resealing
program that will include Raglan Street,
Cyprian Avenue, Central Avenue and Punch
Lane, to name a few.
More than $500,000 will be spent on
footpaths.
Plans for seawall reconstruction at The Spit,
which include new bicycle ways, are currently
on exhibition that will involve $500,000, and a
massive rainwater re-use facility will be
incorporated into stormwater treatment (SQID)
works in Botanic Road, totalling $1.2 million.
The Council’s Manager Assets and Services,
Craig Covich, said it was great to see works
that had been in the planning stages for some
time coming to fruition and that it would be an
exciting but demanding year for the
engineering staff at the Council.

www.mosman.nsw.gov.au
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Mosman sticks
it to junk mail
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Conservation policies released for Boronia’s future
24 October – 2 November, 2008
Mark your diary for the Mosman Festival
2008, a 10-day program of events and
activities from Friday October 24 to
Sunday November 2 that will appeal
to the whole community.
This fun includes: a children’s fair,
exhibitions, photography competition,
seniors’ lunch, a fair day, pets’ day out,
concert in the park, fabulous food fair,
vintage vehicle display and much more. The
fair day is Sunday 26 October from 10am to
4pm and centres around activities on Allan
Border Oval, and the Village Green.

www.mosmanfestival.info

Applying your sticker
Your new sticker is self-adhesive and should
be applied carefully to a clean, flat surface.
To apply the sticker, peel off the backing and
apply the sticker, holding it in place for a few
seconds to ensure firm contact.

Mosman Council is sticking to a plan to help ease junk mail throughout its
area by taking a proactive approach to help all residents through its No
Advertising Material Initiative. A sticker will be distributed with rate
notices this year to help residents reduce junk mail and hopefully
discouraging production of superfluous advertising material.
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If you are wishing to apply the sticker to
extraneous surfaces or having problems with
adhesion, apply a suitable contact adhesive to
the back and reapply.
To ensure your new sticker looks great well
into the future, wipe the surface occasionally
with a damp cloth to keep it clean.

Boronia is a heritage building of state significance by virtue
of its place in the Mosman community and its context in its
original Victorian garden. So says the conservation
management plan (CMP) currently on exhibition for public
comment.
The plan contains an historical analysis of the site, owned by
Council, and once home of Mosman Library. There are
more than 150 conservation policies recommended in the
plan, covering a range of issues such as future uses of the
building, maintenance issues with the garden, improvements
to Reservoir Park and maintenance priorities for Boronia
itself. The two most urgent works, roof repairs and
stabilisation of the veranda, have already been addressed.
The roof repairs are completed and the veranda works, for
which a heritage grant was received, are being organised for
completion soon.
The draft CMP is on exhibition until July 25 and you are
invited to view the document on Council’s website or at
Council offices or Mosman Library. Submissions can be
made online, via email or by letter by July 25. For further
information contact Nazia Pokar on 9978 4094.

Our plan languishes with State Government
It has been more than a year since
Council submitted its draft local
environmental plan (LEP) to the NSW
Department of Planning, requesting
permission to exhibit the plan for
public comment. This is the LEP that
is based on the state’s “standard
instrument”, which was introduced in
2006 to speed the processing time for
LEPs. In Mosman’s case the change
has been shown to be inadequate and

more time-consuming than the previous
comprehensive LEP in 1997.
The Minister for Planning continues to
push ahead with his reform agenda.
The speed of policy change is in stark
contrast to the procedural speed of his
department. With the relentless
introduction of planning reforms such
as the recently-passed amendments to
the Planning Act, the state’s policy on
infrastructure and the standardised

draft housing and commercial codes,
the finalisation of deliberations on
Mosman’s LEP seems ever more
distant. The outcome will, no doubt, be
a document hardly recognisable to the
one submitted a year ago.
Council is maintaining a constructive
dialogue with officers of the planning
department in an effort to have the
draft LEP approved for exhibition as
soon as possible.

“It’s an environmental issue because unwanted paper blows out of the
letterbox and into our stormwater drains,” Cr Wilton said.
She said some people might like junk mail but many would be happy with
the initiative, which is not compulsory. The letterbox stickers are legally
binding and companies can be fined for delivering junk mail where a No
Advertising Material sticker is in place. Application of the sticker will not
affect deliveries of notices from local people and businesses or newspapers
and magazines such as 2088.

Mosman Day and our friendship communities

“If you want to help reduce the waste generated through unnecessary
advertising please fix the sticker to your letterbox,” Cr Wilton said. “You
will not only be doing something to keep Mosman free from unnecessary
litter but you will also sending a clear message to junk mail producers who
could be adopting more ecologically sound methods of getting their
message out.”

Council staff celebrated Mosman Day 2008 in June
by giving up their lunch hour and going to the six
primary schools in our area to put on a sausage
sizzle for students and staff. A total of 2260
sausages, rolls and drinks were served in under an
hour! From voluntary gold coin donations at the last
two Mosman Days, $3097 has been raised for a
project to be selected by a community committee
which will be established very soon to advance the
recently formed friendship agreement with Maubara
in East Timor.

For those residents wishing an even more durable and permanent option,
Mosman Council will consider a rigid aluminium version of the sticker as a
limited edition run. This would be more suitable for application to uneven
and porous surfaces such as brick, wood and concrete. To register your
interest please call council on 9978 4233.

Pictured at Sacred Heart School are staffers John
Saul, team leader service contracts; Neal Garrett,
Council’s caretaker; Jeannie Moran-Fahey,
administration team leader; Marisa Dogao,
administration assistant; Nagalingam Senthilnathan,

The Mosman Council-branded sticker is produced from a durable
PET/Mylar material with an attractive brushed-silver, metallised
appearance. Being self-adhesive, it can be applied to both letterboxes and
fences.

assistant engineer; and Michelle Schultz, children’s
services support officer. Neal Garrett, who has
been the backbone of the project for a number of
years, spoke on behalf of the staff, saying how
much they enjoyed the opportunity and what lovely
manners all the children had.
Council staff, through mufti days, barbecues and
payroll deductions, have raised more than $16,500
in recent years, the majority of which has been used
to buy computers for disadvantaged schools in rural
areas near the Council’s friendship community of
Mudanjiang in north-eastern China. It has also
funded donations of books by Australian authors
translated into Chinese that have been presented to
the Mudanjiang Municipal Library to develop better
understanding between our communities.
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Map Showing
Electoral Boundaries
effective from
13 September 2008

Council
elections
September
On Saturday September 13 all New
South Wales councils will hold
elections to decide councillors to
hold office for the next four years.
Following a referendum in 2004 and
effective from September 2008,
Mosman will reduce its number of
councillors from 12 to nine and the
number of wards from four to three.
The new wards have been named
Balmoral, Middle Harbour and
Mosman Bay.
In addition to the election of
councillors, Council has resolved to
conduct a constitutional referendum
on the following question:
“The Mayor of Mosman Municipal
Council is currently elected by the
councillors. Do you favour the
election of the Mayor by electors for
a four-year term and without
increasing the number of councillors
from nine?”
A “For” and “Against” case will be
prepared and distributed to all
properties closer to the election.
For current news, additional
information and updates, visit the
Council website regularly at
www.mosman.nsw.gov.au

Michaela’s take on climate change
Aspiring local artist Michaela Dolk, has tackled the
important issue of global warming in her recently
exhibited artwork at Mosman Art Gallery. Taking
cues from the favourite 1980s puzzle-toy, Rubik’s
Cube, Michelle developed her Climate Change
Rubik using environmentally sensitive practices
and recycled materials.
Climate Change Rubik is about the environmental
consequences of global warming. It is made from
recycled resin candlestick holders, silicon and
perspex. “The colours of the cubes and the light
coming through them remind me of the sea. I see
the cylinders of the candlestick holders as
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representing icebergs and rising sea levels,”
Michaela said. The sculpture’s grid-like pattern
was inspired by Donna Marcus’ “Code iv”, 2002,
and represents the puzzle of climate change
through the use of the Rubik cube form.
“I chose the subject matter because of the
increasing importance of climate change in the
local community of Mosman and the world as a
whole. Climate change is certainly very worrying.
I’ve had an interest in art and the environment
since I was very young and I enjoyed exploring an
environmental issue in this work. I hope I’ll be
able to combine these interests in the future.”
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