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RECOMMENDATION
That the Mayoral Minute be noted.

MAYORAL MINUTE
At this first Ordinary meeting of Council in the four year period 2012 to 2016, I should like to
welcome my fellow councillors, council staff and visitors to this meeting. I congratulate the six
councillors on winning a strongly contested election. I believe that we have an especially capable
and community minded group of councillors who will serve the community well.
Speaking for myself, it is an honour at any time to be Mayor of Mosman. It is a special honour to
be the first popularly elected Mayor of Mosman for a period of four years.
I am conscious that with this honour comes a great responsibility. I trust that I can reciprocate the
honour by maintaining the service and trust that is expected of the office.
In our fast-changing society, there are many challenges. Undoubtedly we will be under pressure
to increase housing and to accommodate more population and more visitors, and motor vehicle
traffic will almost inevitably increase. We also face the threat of loss of identity via amalgamation.
These pressures will challenge our quality of life. We are privileged to have inherited a beautiful
part of a peaceful and prosperous country. It is our responsibility to preserve this environment not
only for ourselves but also for future generations.
One way in which we do have the power to maintain our quality of life is through building up, and
living through, our community. In the words of the poet John Donne, “No man is an island”. The
local community is especially important in a large city.
My aim as Mayor is to provide the community of Mosman with an inclusive, friendly and
professional service. The Council should be both the centre of the community and the servant of
the community.
I would like any resident or ratepayer in Mosman to feel that we in the Council are here to help
you as far as we reasonably can do so. Of course in the first instance it is the council officers who
will provide this service and respond to the requests of the community. But ultimately I as the
elected Mayor along with the elected councillors must take the responsibility for ensuring that the
community receives the services that you may reasonably expect. And we will accept this
responsibility. If you come to us, we will listen and do the best we can to help.
On the other hand I also call for members of our community to work with, and assist, us in any
way that you can. Already a large number of volunteers assist the Council in providing a range of
social services and some limited professional services. I believe that many others in our
community may wish simply to help others and many have expertise in areas such as
architecture, urban design, landscaping, traffic and engineering. We in Council will examine how
such assistance can be utilised most constructively. I ask anyone who wishes to work with us to
please inform me, another councillor or a senior Council officer of your willingness to assist and of
your special interests.
And so I conclude: let us work together over the next four years to build a supportive, tolerant and
creative community that will enhance the lives of all who live within our community.

