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The independent Mosman Committee (IMC) was established,by public consultation, to
represent theMosmancommunity and to ensure Mosman continues to be an
independentcouncil and not the subject of a forced merger.
The IMC has read the final report of the NSW Independent Local Government Review Panel
(ILGRP) which is in favour of a wide number of mergers in both metropolitan and country
NSW. In stating this,the reportsuggests that mergers may be a panacea for the problems
faced by NSW Local Government. IMChowever, does not support “forced council
amalgamations.”
The IMC supports the overall direction of recommendations contained in the ILGRP report.
In particular IMC supports Joint Organisations (JOs) which are already underway in Sydney’s
north and elsewhere in the metropolitan area. For instance,Mosman is active within the
Shore Regional Organisation of Councils (SHOROC) comprising four councils. An even more
progressive move is that SHOROC and the Northern Sydney Regional Organisation of
Councils (NSROC), which comprises seven councils, are in merger discussions to make the
ROCs an 11 council group.
This ROC joint organisation processwould fit very well within the JO plan suggested by the
ILGRP.The ROC merger process will further enhance the aims of the combined councils by
sharing resources and developing joint activities, between the group, saving both council
funds and resources.
On finances, the IMC welcomes the ILGRP’s response to suggestions of weak finances,
contained in the Panel’s final report. ILGRP has referred new financial data supplied by
councils to TCorp for re-examination to eliminate any doubt about council finances. ILGRP’s
response, to examine and re-assess fresh data, provided by councils that have been judged
as weak, is welcomed.
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There are many more issues within the report that require special attention and Mosman
Council will respond to them, in due course in a timely manner. However as a community
group IMC urges State Government to re-affirm its commitment of no “forced
amalgamations” as it prepares for the next state election. Such a continuing pledge would
be welcome and popularamong electors and in Mosman where over 80 percent of its
electors voted at the last Local Government elections, to reject any forced amalgamation
proposals.
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