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merrychristmas
Trees in the spotlight
Mosman Council has welcomed interim changes to the 10/50
Vegetation Clearing Code which have resulted in the residential
entitlement area being significantly reduced.
The entitlement area, in which trees can be cleared within 10m of a
home without seeking approval, has been reduced from 350m to 100m
for Category 1 bushfire-prone land and from 150m to 30m for Category
2 vegetation. The changes mean 10% or about 680 residential lots in
Mosman are now included in the entitlement area, down from an
original 57% or 3,888 lots and follows Mosman Council's submission to
the NSW Rural Fire Service's (RFS) review of the Code.
"I'm pleased to see the continued representations from Council and the
community have been successful in achieving this positive step which
has considerably reduced the vegetation clearing entitlement area,"
Mosman Mayor Cr Peter Abelson said.
"Clearly the Rule was being used for purposes other than what was
intended, so while I am pleased that the RFS has shown a willingness to
be receptive to calls for change, the underlying flaws in the 10/50 Rule
remain."

Mosman Mayor Peter Abelson, Councillors and staff wish
everyone in Mosman the very best for Christmas and the
festive season.
Apart from public holidays, the Council offices, Art
Gallery and Library will be open during normal hours
over Christmas with the exception of:
§ 12.30pm closure on Friday 12 December and a 3pm
closure Wednesday 24 and 31 December 2014
§ Mosman Library will close at 5.30pm rather than 9pm
on Tuesday 23 and 30 December 2014
§ Mosman Occasional Care will close Wednesday 24
December 2014 and reopen Tuesday 27 January 2015
§ Marie Bashir Mosman Sports Centre will be closed
from 3pm 24 December and reopen for bookings on
5 January 2015
§ The Mosman Rider will operate throughout the
holidays, with the exception of Christmas Day.
§ Waste collections will continue as normal. Rangers will
also be working throughout the period and can be
contacted on 9978 4000.
For further information visit
Council’s website.

Director, Environment and Planning Craig Covich said the marked
increase in tree removal since the 10/50 Rule was introduced in August
had resulted in a reduction in Mosman's tree canopy with nearly a tree a
day being removed.
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Supporting our youth

"While the interim changes will slow this trend, Mosman is
still seeking to be excluded from the Rule so that we can
revert to our original process which has proven effective by
the fact that 70% of removals were previously the subject
of tree permits refused by Council," he said.
Mr Covich warned residents that they need to be mindful
of the change and that all breaches will be investigated
and may result in prosecution and penalties under the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act.
"The onus is on the resident to check whether their
property is still within the Vegetation Clearing Entitlement
area," he said. "Residents should be aware that given the
large reduction in the entitlement area they should
reassess whether their property is within a clearing
entitlement area using the RFS’s online tool."
Mosman Council has prosecuted three cases involving
both residents and contractors. In the most recent case, a
contractor was convicted and fined $10,250 plus costs.

Council launches new site

The newly launched Mosman Youth blog is a great reflection of the many
ways young people in Mosman are active in the community. Developed by
Council’s Youth Services, the blog features posts from dozens of young
contributors writing about events and activities they have participated in as
well as key topics of interest. Content includes reviews of local gigs and
events, upcoming training and career seminars as well the popular features
'Tips from an almost Doctor' and 'Ask Kartik'.
Young people from Mosman recently took part in two skills development
workshops that covered the topics of event management and booking gigs
and environmental sustainability. The sessions were led by two inspiring
young people: Artist Voice talent agent Bec Young (Chet Faker,
Horrorshow, Angus & Julia Stone) and Tim Silverwood, co-founder of the
'Take 3' movement. Other past and upcoming skills development
workshops include media and marketing, barista accreditation and 'Job
Ready' workshops.
One of Mosman's biggest ever youth consultations, ‘It Starts with You’, is
happening now. The program aims to identify key areas of importance
according to young people and establish a collective vision for Mosman's
future. There are a myriad of ways young people aged 12–25 who live, work
or study in Mosman can get involved and help shape the future direction
for local youth. Whether it's simply by completing the online survey or
attending a focus group held at the Mosman Youth Centre, the most
important aspect is that all kinds of young people have a say.
Young people interested in finding out about any of these initiatives,
including youth volunteering, blog contributing and youth consultations
should head to www.mosmanyouth.com.au or call 9978 4103.

Mosman Design Awards
Mosman Council's website has been redesigned to make
it more user-friendly for people looking for information on
tablets and mobile devices as well as PCs.
The refreshed site provides a wealth of information on
all things Mosman as well as presenting a contemporary
look. Added to this, beautiful images showcasing the area
have been used throughout the site to make the
browsing experience more enjoyable.
News, upcoming events, Council works, DAs, community
consultation projects and social media links are featured
prominently, as well as new elements, including an easyto-read summary of Council meetings, “Council Decided”.
We hope that locating information, accessing Council
services and contacting Council will now be even easier.

Nominations are currently open for the 2015 Mosman Design Awards and
Council encourages architects and owners to nominate for these
prestigious awards. The awards recognise and celebrate outstanding
contributions to Mosman's built environment – providing opportunities for
architects, builders and owners to exhibit their achievements.
The 2013 Winner for Excellence in Adaptive Reuse, architect Luigi Roselli
commented: “I am a repeat award entrant and am absolutely addicted to it.
It is a well-run competition, with widespread physical and online audience,
and it helps the reciprocal understanding between councils and architects”.
Resident Josephine Skellern, owner of the 2009 award winning property in
Plunkett Rd, also praised the awards: “I was thrilled that my home was
selected as a winner for the Mosman Design Awards. The whole
experience was positive and professional”.
Nominations are free and can be made online. The closing date for
nominations has been extended to Friday 30 January 2015. Contact Ben
Gresham on 9978 4154 or visit www.mosmandesignawards.com.au

Upgrades to Council facilities

Parking: seeking solutions

Council has been busy planning improvements to amenity and
accessibility at both Mosman Library and Mosman Square Seniors Centre.
The works, due to commence soon, will provide residents with more
contemporary public spaces.
Mosman Library has some exciting improvements scheduled. The
works will take place from February to the end of April 2015 including
accessible toilet facilities and a modern new foyer area.
During the building period the Library will remain open, offering a
reduced service from the ground floor where the Reference Library and
study areas are currently located. While there will be limited access to
much of the lending collection there will be unlimited loans prior to the
commencement of the building works and an extended loan period
during the construction period. The Library will reopen at the end of April
with a brand new foyer which will include upgraded toilets, a separate
returns room for library books, a new customer service desk and
increased casual seating.
Mosman Square Seniors Centre’s long-awaited changes are close at
hand and will also result in greater accessibility and improved amenity.
These refurbishment works are due to begin in mid January 2015. With
improvement comes some temporary inconvenience, however Aged and
Disability Services staff have been working to rehouse activities in other
Council venues during the refurbishment period.
For additional information on the upgrades please visit Council’s website,
mosman.nsw.gov.au.

Council has recently completed a series of consultations on
parking in Mosman. Councillor workshops, community
meetings and stakeholder consultations have discussed
four main options as follows:
§ Remain as is
§ Improve use of existing supply with things like dynamic
signage and reviewing restrictions on the street
§ Increase the supply with Council currently looking at options
at the Civic Centre site and Raglan West car park
§ Promote use of alternative transport
Each of the options has a variety of actions and these are
currently being prioritised in line with community feedback, cost
and implications to the community. The findings along with a
parking strategy will be presented to Council in early 2015.

Connecting our community

Library lighting retrofit
Picture 51,000 smart phones, all plugged into a powerpoint
charging to full capacity every day. It’s a crazy thought, and
equates to 1.7 smartphones for every Mosman resident. Yet this
is the amount of electricity saved over the past year as a result
of a lighting upgrade in Mosman Library.
In May 2013, Council retrofitted the old fluorescent lights in
Mosman Library. The project saw 463 lights replaced with
energy efficient LED lights, in order to save money and reduce
energy consumption and corporate greenhouse gas emissions.
Since the lighting retrofit, the monthly electricity usage for the
Lbrary has been significantly reduced.
This retrofit was the last stage of the building retrofit program,
with the Civic Centre building retrofitted in 2011.
Mosman Council
has retroﬁtted the
old ﬂuorescent
lights in the library

The project was funded by
the NSW Waste and
Sustainability Improvement
Payment (WaSIP) Program
×1,000

Replacing them with energy
eﬃcient LED lights to save
money, electricity and
greenhouse gas emissions

Total project cost was
$20,548.92 (ext GST), and
saw 463 lights replaced

AT THE END OF YEAR 1...

For those of us lucky enough to be at Hugh Mackay's author talk on his
new book 'The Art of Belonging' at Mosman Library in October, the
importance of connecting ourselves and others in the community was
clear. The central message was that communities don't just happen, we
have to create, build and nurture them. While there is a strong sense of
community spirit in Mosman, there may be more we can do to connect
with and support our neighbours and ourselves. This includes reaching out
to others who may be at risk of social isolation.
To promote community connectedness and increase awareness Council is
developing new resources under the branding of ‘Mosman Connects’.
A forum with community groups is planned for March next year to look at
ways of bringing locals together. For information visit mosman.nsw.gov.au

11% reduction in
electricity consumption

102 MWh saved
annually

$41,888 electricity
bill reduction

THIS EQUATES TO...
108 tonne saving
of CO2 emissions

Planting 335 trees
to oﬀset emissions

Charging 51,000
smart phones every
day for a year
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Holiday Fun
Balmoral Carols by Candlelight 2014
Bring a picnic rug on Saturday 20 December and spend
an evening under the stars at the Rotunda in beautiful
Balmoral singing to your favourite Christmas carols. Free
shuttle bus via Spit Junction, Military Rd and Raglan St
from 5.30pm. Carols start at 7.45pm. Organised by St
Clements Church, oﬃce@stclementsmosman.org.au

Bard on the Beach
Live performances of Shakespeare’s The Taming of the
Shrew and A Midsummer Night’s Dream at the Rotunda,
Balmoral. Friday and Saturday shows start at 8pm, while
Sunday evenings start at 7pm. The season runs from 16
January until 8 March 2015. Performances run alternate
nights, admission is by donation. For more information,
visit www.bardonthebeach.net or call 0414 906 734.

Connect with us

Shaping Mosman’s Future – Draft Long Term
Financial Plan and Delivery Program on Exhibition
Thank you to the 900 residents and ratepayers who made submissions to Council
during October and November on three rating options for Mosman's future.
Of the 900 submissions received, 884 'votes' were submitted for a preferred
option. The voting results were as follows:
Option

Description

No. of Votes

% of Votes

1 (Base)

No special rate variation and cessation
of the temporary Community
Environmental Contract levy (i.e. 5%).
Annual rate increases limited to
estimated rate peg of 3%.

271

30.65%

2

A one-off special rate variation in
2015-2016 of 8% (5% plus estimated
annual rate peg of 3%)

297

33.60%

3

A one-off special rate variation in
2015-2016 of 13% (10% plus estimated
annual rate peg of 3%)

316

35.75%

Australia Day Celebrations
Sunday 26 January 2014, 10am–12.30pm
Drill Hall Common, Cross Street, Mosman
Activities will begin with a Citizenship Ceremony
recognising new citizens. This will be followed by an
Australia Day Address by Mosman’s Australia Day
Ambassador Todd Greenberg NRL Head of Football.
Mosman’s 2014 Citizen and Young Citizen of the Year will
be announced with guests invited to join in a community
barbecue supported by the Lions Club of Mosman.

200th Anniversary of
Bungaree’s Land Grant
January 31, 2015 will mark the 200th anniversary of
Governor Macquarie's land grant to Bungaree at Mosman,
the oldest such land grant to an Aboriginal person in
Australia. To commemorate this important occasion, a
number of events and activities have been planned,
including a series of exhibitions and on-site activities.
Bungaree: The First Australian exhibition
13 December 2014 – 22 February 2015 at Mosman Art
Gallery
Bungaree's Farm exhibition
31 January – 8 February 2015 at Camouflage Fuel Tanks –
T5, Headland Park, Georges Heights
Traditional Whale Dreaming Ceremony
31 January 2015, Balmoral Beach
National Parks and Wildlife Aboriginal Heritage Walks
31 January and 1 February 2015 at Middle Head
The Royal Australian Navy's Bungaree Performance Group
31 January 2015 at Georges Heights, Headland Park
Bungaree Historical Display
Mosman Library, late January 2015
For more details (and bookings) please go to the Mosman
Events website - events.mosman.nsw.gov.au

events.mosman.nsw.gov.au

At its meeting of 2 December 2014, Council resolved to notify the Independent
Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal of its intent to apply for a Special Rate Variation
and to exhibit its draft Long Term Financial Plan and Delivery Program reflecting
its preferred Special Rate Variation in 2015-16 of 13% (including the rate peg).
This one-off rate increase is proposed to remain permanently in the rate base,
which will then be subject to annual increases in accordance with the rate peg
from 2016-17. Of the options considered by Council, the proposed 13% special rate
variation received the highest level of overall community support and will produce
the best results for both financial sustainability and infrastructure renewal.
Comments on both plans can be submitted to Council up until Sunday 18 January
2015. See Council's website for further details.

Retailers embrace Rapt2014
Thanks to the large number of local businesses that entered the Rapt2014
Christmas Window Decoration Competition, with many imaginative displays
adding some festive cheer to Mosman's retail areas. The competition, run by
Council in conjunction with the Mosman Chamber of Commerce, is now in its
fourth year. Winning businesses were announced at the Chamber's Christmas
Party at Mosman Art Gallery on 10 December 2014.
Help support our local retailers with your last minute Christmas shopping
and enjoy the many window displays. All participating businesses along with
the winners are listed in the 18 December 2014 edition of the Mosman Daily.
We wish to thank all businesses that have kindly donated prizes for this
year’s competition and the Mosman Daily for its continued support.

