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Friendship tie
with Timor

All-rounder
Ray retires

Mosman has a new
friendship relationship
with East Timor or, more
properly, the Democratic
Republic of Timor Leste,
our nearest neighbour.
Australians have a long
history with the country,
especially in World War
II when, between 1942
and 1945, the country,
although declared neutral,
was occupied by Japan.
Australian and East Timorese fought together to prevent
a Japanese invasion of our country, with the loss of more
than 50,000 East Timorese lives.
This small country, with a population of about 1,070,000,
has a tumultuous history. In 1974 it overturned centuries
of Portuguese colonisation, only to be overrun in 1975 by
Indonesia, with the loss of more than 200,000 Timorese
lives in the ensuing resistance. The Indonesian “scorched
earth” policy saw many die from starvation or flee to
refugee camps in West Timor.
The suffering of the people at present is terrible.
Poverty and civil unrest are rife, there is 50 per cent
unemployment and women and children are particularly
vulnerable. Many of the men have been killed.
The infrastructure has been ruined, many homes have
been destroyed and food and medical supplies are very
scarce. The economy, reliant on farming and fishing, is
a shambles. Timor Leste has one of the highest infant
mortality rates in the world, with only 10 per cent of
mothers accessing health services.
In recognition of the deprivation of the people of Timor
Leste, the Australian Local Government Association has
encouraged local government areas to participate in an
East Timor friendship relationships program. Eleven
Sydney Councils, including Mosman, and others in
Australia have joined so far.
The range of activities undertaken within the program is
very wide, and includes programs for maternal and child
health care and education, and economic development
management.
A number of Mosman residents have an interest in, or
connections with, Timor Leste. We would love to hear from
people interested in finding out more or becoming involved
in our project.
Cr Denise Wilton
Mayor

Ray Fisher, who started
work with Mosman Council
in August 1975, retired last
month after almost 32 years
of service.
Ray delivered more than
4000 bins, crates and
compost bins to residents every year. In his spare
time he repaired numerous damaged street, traffic and
parking signs.
His first job with Council was with a gang laying a
stormwater pipeline from Mandolong Rd across The
Esplanade and through the reserve.
His second job was with a group of stone masons
working at the time, cutting the stone from which
the Rawson Park tennis club building is built – all
apparently done without power tools.
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Sixtieth anniversary of
the Mosman Art Prize
The milestone 60th anniversary of the Mosman Art Prize
will be celebrated with the 2007 exhibition from July 28
to August 26.
The oldest local government art award in Australia,
it offers an acquisitive prize of $20,000, which is
sponsored by Mosman Council, also the Allan Gamble
Memorial Art Prize of $3000, the viewers’ choice prize
of $1000, a commendation prize of $1000, and a young
emerging artist’s award of $1000.
Receipt of entries
8am - 7pm, Monday July 16
For details and an entry form contact Mosman Art Gallery,
phone 9978 4182 or visit the website and download an
entry form www.mosman.nsw.gov.au

Council website redesigned

Ray has also worked as a concreter, yardman, cleaner,
street sweeper, gardener and on the hot-mix gang. His
departure takes from Council a library of history and
knowledge that will never be replaced.

Come along to the Mosman Sustainable Living Expo and
find out what you can do to save water and energy, reduce
your greenhouse gas emissions, become waste wise, be a
more sustainable consumer, and much more.
There will be information stalls, exhibitors,
demonstrations, workshops, speakers, performers, organic
food tasting, prizes and activities to inspire and inform the
whole family.
Why not start the day on a sustainable note by taking up
the “sustainable transport challenge”? Travel to the expo
by public transport, ride, walk or use other innovative
sustainable transport modes and be in the draw to win a
prize!
When:

10am - 3pm, Saturday August 4

Where: Grand Hall, Mosman Art Gallery and surrounds
Cnr Myahgah Road and Art Gallery Way
(formally Short Street), Mosman
* Free Community Event, powered by GreenPower

BALMORAL WARD
Cr Lynette Elsegood

phone - 9968 4858
email - l.elsegood@mosman.nsw.gov.au

Cr Patricia Harvey OAM
phone/fax - 9968 3370
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Help us to tackle illegal dumping

Cr David Strange
phone - 9969 1435
fax - 9969 0307

EAST WARD
Cr Dominic Lopez OAM
phone - 9969 6057
fax - 9969 6287

Cr Martin Skipper (Deputy Mayor)
phone - 9960 8153
fax - 9960 8703

Cr Kate Traill

phone - 9969 9531
fax - 9969 9549
email - k.traill@mosman.nsw.gov.au

MIDDLE HARBOUR WARD
Cr Andrew Brown

He is retiring to spend more time with his wife and sons
and, while he will miss Mosman, he will not miss the
daily travel to and from Wentworthville.

Sustainable
Living Expo
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Councillor
contacts

phone - 9968 3727
fax - 9968 4635
email - a.brown@mosman.nsw.gov.au

Cr Shirley Jenkins

Mosman Council’s website has been
redesigned and improved, with better
navigation and functionality.
It provides information on Council’s
services, activities and facilities and
online access to Council resources.
A new home page gives a quick
overview of what’s happening and the
revised news and events pages provide
comprehensive coverage of Council
activities, with the ability to filter events
by location or interest.
Residents can also subscribe to news
and event feeds (RSS), adding them
to their custom Google or Yahoo start

Council contacts
Mosman Municipal Council
Civic Centre, Mosman Square
Mosman NSW 2088

pages, or tracking them in feed readers
or email clients. The redesign was
managed by Mosman Library and the
website was built in-house using open
source technologies.
This gives Council greater flexibility
in responding to changes in the online
environment as well as complete control
over its data and information services.
The update brings Council’s web
presence into line with best practice
approaches to online accessibility and
standards.
We’d like to hear what you think.
Email: council@mosman.nsw.gov.au

phone - 9969 1867
fax - 9969 0937

Illegal dumping of household items outside multi-unit
dwellings is a big problem in our neighbourhoods.

Cr James Reid

Unwanted mattresses, sofas, bric-a-brac, bags of garden
clippings and appliances dumped outside apartment blocks
are a common sight. This makes our area look messy and
affects our environment and property values.

phone - 9969 2186
fax - 9969 1777

WEST WARD
Cr Anne Connon

phone - 9968 1854
fax - 9968 3693
email - a.connon@mosman.nsw.gov.au

Cr Simon Menzies

phone - 9960 8945
fax - 9960 5370
email - s.menzies@mosman.nsw.gov.au

Cr Denise Wilton (Mayor)

phone - 9960 8921
fax - 9960 8928
email - mayor@mosman.nsw.gov.au

General Inquiries
9978 4000
fax 9978 4132
email council@mosman.nsw.gov.au
web www.mosman.nsw.gov.au

In May Mosman Council joined other northside Councils
in launching a regional multi-unit dwelling illegal dumping
prevention campaign, in partnership with the Department
of Environment and Climate Change, aimed at reducing the
incidence of illegal dumping by residents of unit blocks.
Most people know they shouldn’t dump household items
but are unaware of the options available to them.
Through this campaign the Council hopes to address
knowledge gaps, encourage greater responsibility for

dumping and assist in the removal and disposal of
unwanted materials. Public buses, bus shelters, local
newspapers and community radio are being used to carry
the campaign message “Dumping. It’s dumb. It’s dumb
because you’re trashing where you live”.
It will also inform residents that dumping in NSW is illegal,
with offenders facing hefty fines of up to $750. Council
rangers will also undertake an educational and enforcement
program.
If you are aware of any illegal dumping in your area please
report it by calling Council’s customer support team on
9978 4000 or the rangers on 0419 784 082.
In addition, call Council to find out about clean-up
days, collection services or places to take your unwanted
household materials.
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It’s dumb because you’re trashing where you live!

www.mosman.nsw.gov.au
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Graffiti: good news

Graffiti is a modern-day scourge and after the Spit Junction
attacks of March, Council decided on renewed action.
More than $10,000 was spent removing the graffiti from
public-owned buildings. The amount paid by private
citizens is not known.
While police investigations followed the Spit Junction
vandalism, they are hamstrung by the State Government’s
juvenile policies. This is not the first occasion where
juveniles have been caught on CCT footage “in the act”
only to be virtually unpunished.
Your Council has now entered into a contractual
arrangement with TLC Graffiti Removal Services to erase
illegal markings from all Council-owned buildings and
assets within 24 hours of identification and from private
properties within three days.
Council staff will be undertaking an audit of graffiti on
privately-owned property, seeking the co-operation of
owners in removing, at their cost, any graffiti that is
identified.
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Storms test systems
The value of the devices is evidenced by the 1555 tonnes
of pollutants removed in the eight years since the Council
began installing them. Our harbour is cleaner as a result.

In addition, 43 per cent of paper-cardboard recycling
crates and 23 per cent of glass-container recycling crates in
the Council area were more than 90 per cent full.

It’s a pity that so much of the stormwater ended in the
harbour but our engineering staff are now working on a
number of projects that will capture run-off for re-use.
The SQID to be placed in Botanic Road, which will drain
run-off from as far as Military Road and Mosman Junction,
has been delayed while funding is sought to expand the
project to involve water harvesting. The concept, developed
in-house, will store water for irrigation along the Balmoral
Beach foreshore.

An improved recycling collection service for residents will
be introduced soon. The new service will include:
A walking track through Joel’s Reserve to Middle Harbour foreshore is now open to the public. This amenity is significant as
large areas of the shoreline in this area of Mosman are unavailable due to private ownership.

A sum of $300,000 has been provided in the current
budget for SQID works alone and it is estimated an
additional $300,000 will be required for water re-use. This
will be the subject of a federally-funded community water
grant application.

All-weather netball courts and indoor sports

The Council’s 2007-08 budget also provides almost
$1 milion for water re-use projects that have already been
approved for Balmoral Oval and Drill Hall Common, but the
oval project is also likely to be delayed while contamination
issues in the area are resolved.

Other completed works in the reserve include the installation of a SQID, revegetation of sloped areas with local native plants,
the creation of a level 300 square metre turfed area and the construction of a heritage installation. The final stage of the
project will include a significant amount of environmental restoration works on the lower half of the site. This is another
example of the environmental rate levy adding value to your community.

The Council and Sydney Harbour Federation Trust have
entered into a 25-year lease agreement for the future
development and management of the Drill Hall site in
Cross Street.
Under this agreement Council has committed to carry out
the following developments in accordance with the trust
management plan for the site:
• Transfer of existing grass surface netball courts from
Rawson Park to become new outdoor all-weather
courts
• Refurbishment of the existing Drill Hall building for
community use
• Construction of a new indoor sports complex.
As part of the netball court works, a stormwater re-use and
management scheme has been incorporated into the design.
This scheme is intended to not only save potable water
by providing site irrigation but also improve the quality of
water discharged into Sydney Harbour National Park.

Effective from mid July TLC will have a hotline number,
9318 0801 to report graffiti attacks. Further details can be
obtained from John Saul at the Council.

Mosman Council celebrates its 114th birthday

A small delegation of Mosman residents will return to
China next month, taking with them eight new computers

Improved recycling service soon
Recent studies indicate the Council can do more to help
residents recycle their waste. Results showed the average
residential garbage bin still contains up to 28 per cent of
items that should have been recycled.

Negotiations are proceeding with the state and federal
governments on the removal of graffiti from their property
and we are hopeful of a satisfactory financial arrangement.
There is already too much cost-shifting to ratepayers from
organisations such as Telstra and EnergyAustralia.

Money raised over the past three years through a gold
coin donation has provided much-needed computers to
rural village schools near the Council’s friendship city of
Mudanjiang in north-east China.

Mosman’s newest park and walking track
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The storms hitting the east coast during June put Mosman’s
stormwater systems to the test and the new pollution
control devices (SQIDs) that now cover 75 per cent of our
catchment passed with flying colours.

Thereafter, subject to the appropriate signing of relevant
indemnities, Council’s contractors will remove graffiti, free
of charge, from private properties.

Wet weather didn’t dampen Mosman Council’s 114th
birthday celebrations last month, when staff visited schools
and provided sausage sizzles for Mosman Day.
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to present to three farming villages. New books valued
at $1000 by Australian authors translated into Chinese
will also be presented to the newly-opened Mudanjiang
Municipal Library.
Books on Mosman and Sydney are also being sent.
Money raised from the Mosman Day sausage sizzles
- approximately $2000 - will be allocated to a new
friendship community project with East Timor.

• 1 x 140 litre blue lid mobile bin for paper and
cardboard and a separate
• 1 x 140 litre yellow lid mobile bin for glass and other
containers.

Stage 1 (a) Works - Provision of three outdoor all-weather
courts, together with stormwater re-use and management
scheme.

Currently the total estimated cost of proposed development
works is $4,450,000.

• A saving of 4 ML/yr of potable water
• A below-ground tank under one of the courts

• Provision of water to flush toilets in the existing
Drill Hall ablution block and proposed indoor sports
complex

Drill Hall site in Cross Street

In addition, the new service meets best practice standards
in the waste management industry by reducing the
occupational health and safety risks of lifting crates.
Residents are also encouraged to adopt other measures
to reduce waste to landfill such as swapping their garbage
bin for a smaller one (thus benefiting from a cheaper rate)
or purchasing from Council a worm farm, compost bin or
green waste recycling bin to collect garden vegetation and
kitchen scraps for composting.

Contact Council’s Customer Support Line
for waste on 9978 4076

Your views wanted on planning controls
Council’s planning review project is moving into the next
phase following the completion and adoption of the draft
Mosman local environmental plan (LEP).

an evening dedicated to a legal perspective on the DCPs.
The presentations by guests stimulated discussion by the
Councillors about planning issues.

By the time you read this the draft plan and supporting
documentation will have been forwarded to the NSW
Department of Planning, seeking its approval to exhibit.
An exhibition of the draft is planned for later this year and
you are encouraged to give your views.

“These dinner conversations are an excellent initiative and
provide Councillors with the opportunity to learn about
the perspectives of practitioners implementing Council’s
planning controls,” mayor Denise Wilton said.

Next is a review of the Council’s development control plans
(DCPs). Work has already begun on consultation with
development services staff at Council and with Councillors.

• Provision of 60 per cent of the total irrigation water
requirement of nearby Rawson Oval

The new recycling bins will mean less waste going to
landfill; increased privacy (items in the bin are not directly
visible to the public); and less pollution (litter spilling from
open crates).

Visit Council’s website at
www.mosman.nsw.gov.au/environment

Concurrent with this development, the existing courts at
Rawson Garden will be removed.

Stage 2 Works - A new sports building is proposed
(2009-10), east of the Drill Hall to be built once the Drill
Hall refurbishment has been completed.

• Collecting a wider range of plastic containers.

To find out more information:

With the development application now approved the Sydney
Harbour Federation Trust work will start in October, with
the courts scheduled to be ready for the 2008 netball season.

Stage 1 (b) Works - Refurbishment of the Commonwealth
heritage-listed former military Drill Hall to follow in 2008-09.

Paper and cardboard will be collected one week,
containers and glass the next.

If you currently use a crate for recycling watch for a
Council letter outlining detailed information on the
implementation of the new recycling service.

Development proposals and likely program

Notable features of the project are:

In recognition of this plan the Council has secured
a substantial grant of $172,500 from the Federal
Government community water grants program.

• Replacing crates with recycling bins
140-litre mobile garbage bins that allow for more
recyclables to be collected.

• For most households collection of the new
recycling bins will be on alternate weeks.

Following on from the success last year of a series of
“dinner conversations” relating to LEP issues, a similar
program was organised this year to discuss issues relating
to DCPs. A series of four evenings were organised for
Councillors to hear the views of practising architects - some
of whom specialise in heritage conservation - as well as

“The architects and legal experts have freely given their
time to contribute to this worthwhile project and their
generosity is appreciated,” she said.
It is planned to have the draft DCPs on exhibition, together
with the draft local environmental plan, in October and
November. There will be extensive promotion and
consultation around this exhibition in an effort to ensure
the entire community is aware of potential impact the
draft plans may have and provide the opportunity for
meaningful input.

