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It’s a goal for local netballers
Mosman netballers had great news to start 2008 when work began recently on
construction of three all-weather netball courts at Drill Hall Common.
After years of searching for an appropriate site the Sydney Harbour Federation
Trust came to the rescue and leased to council the former military drill hall site at
the end of Cross Street.
Mosman Mayor Denise Wilton said she was delighted that the $1.05 million project
had started and anticipated that the courts would be available for use in July.
In addition to the courts, council was successful in obtaining funding of $180,000
from the Community Water Grants. “Council will be matching this amount and
large tanks will be provided under the courts, adding value to what we are doing in
the area,” Councillor Wilton said. “Wherever possible it is the council’s objective to
re-use water and the 500 kilolitre tanks will provide enough water for Drill Hall
Common and most of nearby Rawson Oval.”
The final stage of the council’s plans for the Drill Hall Common site proposes the
construction of a $2 million indoor sports centre in 2009/10; however Mayor
Wilton is cautious regarding council’s ability to undertake the project at this stage in
light of the State Government’s proposals to abandon open space developer
contributions.
“It would be a tragedy if the children, particularly primary school girls, were
robbed of a much-needed facility by the short-sightedness of the State
Government.” Councillor Wilton said. “Along with other NSW councils Mosman will
continue to lobby the Premier to ensure developers don’t get a ‘free kick’ by the
abolition of these levies, which are providing much-needed community facilities, not
only in Mosman but around the State.”
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See your world in a whole new light
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Lights off for
Earth Hour 2008
More than two million Sydney residents
turned off their lights for one hour in March
2007 as a sign of their commitment to
reducing global warming. Earth Hour
2007, an initiative of World Wildlife Fund
Australia, was a great success, resulting in a
10.2 per cent drop in energy use across
Sydney and a reduction of 24.86 tonnes of
CO2, equivalent to taking 48,613 cars off
the road for one hour.
You can take part in Earth Hour 2008 by
switching off your lights and appliances for
one hour at 8pm on Saturday 29 March.
By participating you will not only be helping
the environment and showing your
commitment to reducing your greenhouse
gas emissions, but will also be supporting
the Mosman community in taking a stand on
global warming and climate change.

Mosman Mayor, Denise Wilton, along with council staff join with local netballers to mark the start of works.

To sign up for Earth Hour go to
http://www.earthhour.org/sign-up

Council gets into summer with the summer bus
Council’s free Balmoral shuttle bus runs between Spit Junction and Balmoral Beach via
Mosman Junction every half-hour from 10am to 5.30pm at weekends. The service will
continue to run until Sunday 24 February (weather permitting). Beachgoers are encouraged
to save time and money by utilising this great free service!
For details refer to council’s website www.mosman.nsw.gov.au or contact 9978 4148
The summer bus is proudly run by Mosman Council and is sponsored by Sullivans Real
Estate, tel 02 9960 8188 or www.sullivanre.com.au

www.mosman.nsw.gov.au
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Council won’t leave
seahorses high and dry
Council is upgrading Balmoral Baths and jetty to combat
ongoing deterioration of the structure. Before beginning any
construction, steps will be taken to ensure the works do not
create major disruption to some very special local residents.
Hundreds of tiny seahorses call Balmoral home. Below the
surface of the ocean, the seahorses are almost invisible
among small clumps of marine vegetation, but fortunately
they are protected under NSW legislation. It is illegal to
harm or move seahorses in NSW, and many are under close
surveillance.
Council is investigating how the seahorses and other valuable
marine life can be protected from construction work. It has
engaged consultants to undertake a biodiversity survey of
Balmoral. Their report will contain advice on any potential
impact the proposed upgrade could have on the
environment.
Mosman Council environment officer Amy Lovesey has been
liaising with seahorse expert David Harasti of the NSW
Department of Primary Industries and experienced scuba
divers who have been counting the seahorses. “These people
are enthusiastic about
helping to ensure
Balmoral's seahorses and
their habitats are
protected now and into
the future,” the officer
said. “Manly Council,
NSW Maritime and the
Sydney Institute of
Marine Science have also
shared useful information
so we are building our
knowledge on how best to
care for these fantastic
A seahorse clings to coral in shallow water.
creatures.”
Anyone interested in discussing the project is encouraged to
contact Amy on 9978 4043 or
a.lovesey@mosman.nsw.gov.au

Yellow marking
on footpaths?
The yellow paint markings you are seeing on Mosman
footpaths are not graffiti but indicate planned
maintenance works. Council currently has an inspector
identifying areas that require repair or are in need of
replacement. Once identified, council contractors carry
out the necessary work.
Keep an eye out for the inspector and the markings and
see your infrastructure levy at work!

Page 2

New commander for
HMAS Penguin
HMAS Penguin at Balmoral has a new
commanding officer. Commander Michael
Hickey, RAN, assumed command on 18
January. Commander Hickey is a training
specialist who has spent the past three
years as training commander at the Royal
Australian Naval College at Jervis Bay.
He knows Mosman well, having served as Penguin’s
executive officer in 2000-01. Commander Hickey is looking
forward to actively engaging with the Mosman community
during his appointment. During his handover he
acknowledged the excellent work performed in this area by
his predecessor, Commander Roger Dobson.

Building Safety –
Actions by Mosman Council
Following the tragedy at Balgowlah before Christmas where
a shop awning fell and killed a pedestrian during a storm,
Council is writing to owners of business premises requesting
that they obtain a structural engineer’s certification for
their awning.
“While not wishing to be alarmist, many of the awnings in
our business areas are old and it's simply a safety-first
matter,” director environment and planning John
Carmichael said. “There are a variety of methods for
attaching and supporting awnings to buildings and seeking
an engineer's certification is prudent, given the age of many
local buildings and the potential consequences of a failure.”
Mr Carmichael emphasised it was not the responsibility of
lessees of shops to ensure awnings were safe but the
property owners, who can expect the letter from Council
within the next few weeks, giving them 28 days to comply.
Meanwhile, Mr Carmichael has confirmed that Council
officers are inspecting pools around Mosman to ensure
compliance with legislation. “We want to work with property
owners to ensure that their pools are kid safe,” he said.
“Warnings will be given when things such as resuscitation
charts are not installed. However, failure to have adequate
fencing or proper safety mechanisms on gates will result in
the issue of substantial fines.”
“I have seen cases in Mosman where residents have spent a
lot of money ensuring pool fencing not only complies but is
aesthetically pleasing, only to find a brick is holding the gate
open,” Mr Carmichael said. “There will be no warnings for
such stupidity.”
Another focus continues to be the safety of buildings in the
case of fire. Many older unit buildings have undergone
major fire safety upgrades over the past 10 years and this is
continuing. Owners and residents should be aware that such
upgrades can be compromised if fire exits or stairs are
obstructed or sealed. “I invite anyone who has any questions
about fire safety issues in any building to contact our
building surveyors for assistance” Mr Carmichael said.
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Our commitment to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions
In 1998 Mosman Council joined the Cities for Climate Protection Program
(CCP) to assist councils in reducing greenhouse gas emissions within Council
and the community.
A number of actions have since been implemented to reduce such emissions,
including the use of energy-efficient office equipment, the conversion to LPG
fleet vehicles and the subsequent downsizing of vehicles from six to four
cylinders, provision of bike paths and facilities, staff and community
education, tree planting, and sustainability policies. In recognition of these
achievements Council is now a member of the CCP Plus Program and is
currently implementing both a greenhouse and sustainable purchasing action
plan and a sustainable transport action plan.
In 2008 Council is taking further action to demonstrate its commitment to
reducing greenhouse gases, beginning with a new inventory of both Council
and community emissions. This will provide a more accurate picture of the
primary sources and current level of emissions. This data will enable Council
to set realistic and achievable reduction targets for the future.
Council’s greenhouse gas reduction strategy is also being reviewed and will
utilise the data from the latest inventory to identify primary actions to be
implemented immediately and over the longer-term.

Top: Tree planting in Mosman on National Tree Day.
Below: Bike Parking Facilities at Mosman Square.

From now until June 2008 Council will be working with the Nature
Conservation Council, giving residents the chance to become involved in the
Community Climate Challenge, a project assisting residents to reduce their
individual emissions and also work to benefit the wider Mosman community.

Take up the challenge and assist Council and
the community to ‘Think Global, Act Local’
on climate change.

DA processing time slashed by 25 per cent
There was a considerable improvement in the processing time of development applications in 2007, with the previous year’s
average of 97 days reduced to 73.
The lead-up to Christmas saw a surge in the lodgment of last-minute applications, with 37 DAs lodged in the week before
Christmas. Residents are encouraged to talk to neighbours and council before lodging DAs. This often saves considerable time
and cost. Of the 37 DAs lodged at Christmas, 21 were found to be deficient and were returned for revision.
To make it easier for applicants and submitters alike to follow progress of development applications council has enhanced its
development application tracking system ... www.mosman.nsw.gov.au
Council does not advise applicants or objectors when matters are scheduled for Council meetings. You should call the Council
Meetings Info Line on 9978 4122 for a listing of items on the current agenda.

Queens set to grace Sydney Harbour
Cunard Line is promising a spectacle in Sydney Harbour with Queen
Victoria’s first visit on Sunday 24 February coinciding with a call by her
famous sister, the gracious QE2. Queen Victoria is the second biggest Cunard
liner after ‘big sister’ Queen Mary 2 and is visiting Sydney as part of her
inaugural 106-night world voyage.

The brand-new Queen Victoria.

This will be the final time sightseers can see the gracious Queen Elizabeth 2 in
Sydney Harbour, 30 years to the day since her maiden visit. She will soon
become a floating luxury hotel in Dubai.
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Congratulations, thank you for
helping to reduce waste to landfill!
In late August 2007 more than 12,000 new mobile recycling bins were distributed to all
single residential premises for Council’s new recycling collection service which started on
October 1. Since then the collection of recyclables from houses has been on a fortnightly
basis, with the paper and cardboard recycling bin (blue lid) being collected one week and
glass and container recycling bin (yellow lid) being collected the next.
Efforts by the community to use the new recycling service are starting to pay dividends
for Mosman, with the benefits of the new recycling service including:
¨ Larger recycling capacity: Studies completed before the implementation of new service showed that

recycling crates were not large enough and an average resident garbage bin still contained up to 28 per
cent of items that should have been recycled.
¨ Less waste to landfill: Early indicators show the service is working to reduce waste to landfill.

Mosman waste diversion is showing a slow but positive improvement, on the way to again being among
Sydney’s top recycling Councils.

Councillor
contacts
BALMORAL WARD
Cr Lynette Elsegood
phone - 9968 4858
email - l.elsegood@mosman.nsw.gov.au

Cr Patricia Harvey OAM
phone/fax - 9968 3370

Cr David Strange
phone - 9969 1435
fax - 9969 0307

EAST WARD
Cr Dominic Lopez OAM
phone - 9969 6057
fax - 9969 6287

Cr Martin Skipper
phone - 9960 8153
fax - 9960 8703

Cr Kate Traill
phone - 9969 9531
fax - 9969 9549
email - k.traill@mosman.nsw.gov.au

¨ Less pollution: Spillage and litter pollution was an issue previously associated with open crates.

MIDDLE HARBOUR WARD

¨ Reduced health and safety risks for our waste collectors: The new recycling bins and side-

Cr Andrew Brown

¨ Privacy: Items in the new recycling bins are not visible to the public, an issue with open crates.

phone - 9968 3727
fax - 9968 4635
email - a.brown@mosman.nsw.gov.au

¨ Best practice waste management: The Department of Environment and Climate Change has

Cr Shirley Jenkins

loading trucks meet best practice standards in the industry, minimising OHS risks.

rewarded Mosman with an increased recycling performance improvement payment grant as a result of
this success, and to assist with further waste reduction strategies

phone - 9969 1867
fax - 9969 0937

Residents have adopted the service enthusiastically, with most presenting bins on the
correct day. Council thanks you for making this service so successful!

Cr James Reid

While the switch to the larger bins for recycling has been a major step in increased
resource recovery, we can’t stop here. More can be done to reduce waste to landfill. The
next step will be to reduce average garbage bin sizes throughout Mosman. In 2008
Mosman Council will encouraging all residents, through incentives, to reduce their
garbage bins to the 120 litre or 80-litre sizes. In addition, Council will no longer offer the
option of a 240-litre bin.

WEST WARD

For more information on what can and cannot be recycled, or for information on how to
present your new recycling bin, please visit Council’s waste and recycling webpage at
www.mosman.nsw.gov.au/residents

Kids Playgrounds
The upgrade of the Clifton Gardens
playground is complete with the
installation of shadecloth just before
Christmas – check it out!
Council’s program to improve
playgrounds in our reserves continues
with proposals for Beaconsfield Road
and Sirius Cove. A Community
consultation evening will be held
Monday 18 February at 6pm in the
Council Chambers, Civic Square.
Come along, bring the kids and all
have your say!

Council contacts
Mosman Municipal Council
Civic Centre, Mosman Square
Mosman NSW 2088

phone - 9969 2186
fax - 9969 1777

Cr Anne Connon (Deputy Mayor)
phone - 9968 1854
fax - 9968 3693
email - a.connon@mosman.nsw.gov.au

Cr Simon Menzies
phone - 9960 8945
fax - 9960 5370
email - s.menzies@mosman.nsw.gov.au

Cr Denise Wilton (Mayor)
phone - 9960 8921
fax - 9960 8928
email - mayor@mosman.nsw.gov.au

Ring in to report graffiti
Graffiti is illegal, unsightly and affects property values. You can help keep our
area graffiti-free by reporting it to Council, whether it be on public or private
property. Call 9978 4000. Council is not in a position to remove graffiti from
federal or state-owned infrastructure. Please help us by reporting the following
types of graffiti to the relevant utilities/agencies:
Electrical boxes and substations
Major roads, including street signs
Public telephones
Sydney ferries, buses and trains
Public mail and post boxes
Sydney Water infrastructure

Integral Energy 131 388
RTA 131 700
Telstra 180 22 44
131 500
Australia Post 13 13 18
Sydney Water 1800 010 085

Council is working on updating its website to make reporting of graffiti easier by
providing direct links to relevant organisations. Stay tuned!

General Inquiries
tel
9978 4000
fax 9978 4132
email council@mosman.nsw.gov.au
web www.mosman.nsw.gov.au
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