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Big spends on sporting
& environmental works

Environmental lifestyle and sporting projects
will receive a massive injection of funds from
Mosman Council during 2009. Infrastructure
improvements have been on the drawing
board for some years. At its first meeting of
the year the Council approved a program of
works for both sides of The Spit and
commissioned architects to design a new sports
building at Drill Hall Common.
Over 800 metres of the Pearl Bay seawall will
be restored in a more environmentally friendly
approach that will allow intertidal invertebrates
and aquatic planting. At Parriwi Point the
badly eroded seawall will be repaired.
Approximately $1.5 million is to be invested
in these works which also include a bicycle
path on the western side to link with the Spit
Bridge and Pearl Bay Avenue. Council is still
considering how to deal with the foreshore
erosion at The Spit east side.
In December the $2.8 million all-weather
netball courts stormwater reuse scheme and
the restored Drill Hall (pictured) were opened.
The Council's Vacation Care Program was
held at Drill Hall Common utilising the new
facilities through January and Mosman schools
are now taking advantage of the much
improved facilities.

Mosman’s New Drill Hall showing the beautifully
restored exterior and fabulous new interior space.

Mosman Council has now commissioned
MODE Design to prepare the necessary design
concept for the new sports building to submit
to the Sydney Harbour Federation Trust for
approval. Following this a tender document
will be prepared. The estimated cost of this
project is $2.3 million which will include
landscaping. An application has also been
submitted to the Federal Government in the
hope of securing additional funding.
Tenders have closed for the Botanic Road
stormwater reuse project and a report will be
submitted to the Council at the March meeting.
The project includes installation of a below
ground stormwater storage tank, Stormwater
Quality Improvement Device (SQID) and
pumphouse. To assist with the construction of
this project, Mosman Council has secured a
grant of $300,000 from the Commonwealth
Government's Community Water Grants
Scheme, with a further $140,000 from the
NSW Water Savings Fund.
The environmental works at The Spit and
Botanic Road will be completed during the
current calendar year with the new sports
building programmed for completion in 2010.

Have you heard
Drill Hall for Hire
Mosman Council is pleased to introduce
a fantastic new space for hire. Bookings
are now open for the renovated Drill
Hall located at Cross Street.
The conserved heritage-listed Drill Hall
features a 25 × 15m timber floor and
can be hired for indoor sport and other
recreation and community activities
(pictured left).
Also available for hire is a separate airconditioned meeting room.
For more information and a copy of the
venue hire policy and procedures
please call 9978 4106 or go to
www.mosman.nsw.gov.au

Mosman Village
2009 Festival
of Sculpture
Monday 9 March to Friday 3 April 2009
In March, Mosman Village will be home to
80 contemporary sculptures prominently
displayed in selected shops between
Raglan Street and Belmont Road. The
sculpture festival continues to highlight the
cooperative spirit between local retailers
and traders and the artists from the
Sculptors Society (the oldest society of its
kind in NSW, founded in 1951
www.sculptorssociety.com). The festival is
now in its fourth year.
The sculpture festival showcases inspiring
works, each adding something different to
the already vibrant Mosman Village
experience. Come and enjoy the artistic
works while visiting some of the great local
shopping the area has to offer.
For more information about the artists,
artworks and businesses involved go to the
Mosman Village Business Association's
Festival of Sculpture website
mosmanvillage.org.au/festival_gallery.shtml

www.mosman.nsw.gov.au
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Generous Mosman
The nativity scene in the foyer of the Council chambers at
Christmas not only provided a great talking point and spectacle
but also through the generosity of Mosman residents provided
for the needy through gift donations.
Residents, local businesses and staff embraced the Christmas
spirit in 2008 by placing gifts at the drop off point next to the
nativity scene. Some 50 gifts for all ages, included, toys, books,
and a generous $100 food hamper donated by IGA Mosman.
All donations were delivered to Mission Australia and Mayor
Dom Lopez wishes to thank those who gave so generously.

Native Birds
Bush to Backyard Discovery
Wednesday 18 March, 6.30pm
Mosman Council Chambers
Discover the native birds living in
our bushland areas and learn about
the habitat of these birds and the
threats they face. Learn how you
can attract native birds to your own
backyard. Presented by Birds
Australia.

Vacation Care a winner!
Children and parents were winners this summer with Mosman's
new vacation care program for 5-9 year olds and 10-14 year olds.
The program offered fun, exciting excursions and activities in a
safe and supervised environment.
Two new venues, the beautifully refurbished Mosman Drill Hall for
children aged 5-9 and Mosman Youth Centre for the 10-14 year
olds, provided ample space for them to relax, socialise, participate
in activities and learn new skills. Kidzone activities at the Drill Hall
included art workshops, a visit to Manly Quarantine Station and
enjoying a theatre production of Peter Pan. Young people at Zone
Ten-14 at the Youth Centre learnt 'Claymation' and filmmaking.
They also went go-karting, cooled off at Jamberoo Water Park, iceskated at Macquarie Ice Rink, were instructed in TaeKwonDo and
made beaded jewellery. The high quality workshops were led by
professional instructors and all the activities represented excellent
value for money.
For information on the next vacation care programs for Kidzone
and Zone Ten-14, check Mosman Council's website or collect a
program from Mosman Library or Mosman Art Gallery and
Community Centre (programs available around mid-March).

Please RSVP by 13 March to
9978 4018

Youth Centre Casual Positions
Mosman Council is seeking casual staff to assist at the Mosman Youth
Development Centre. For further information contact Kathy on
9978 4013 or www.mosman.nsw.gov.au

Mosman Carers Group
If you are caring for someone with dementia, an illness or disability,
come along to our weekly Carers Group.
We meet every Wednesday between 10am and midday in the Harnett
Room at Mosman Council. The group provides information, support
and 'time out' in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
Mosman Council now provides respite care on Saturdays. For more
information contact Liz Nagel, Carers Group Facilitator on 9978 4089.

War of the Rats
Native Bogul versus Invaders
Thursday 30 April, 6.30pm
Mosman Council Chambers

Foreshore Parking
At its first meeting of 2009 Mosman Councillors discussed a
detailed staff report on pay and display street parking in foreshore
areas within Mosman, including areas adjacent to Taronga Zoo in
Bradleys Head Road.
The Council has now approved community consultation into the
possibility of pay and display parking. This
Mosman
will also include opportunities for
expenditure to upgrade toilets and other
public amenities and provide funds
for the construction of an indoor
sports building at Drill Hall Common.
Funds could also provide 100 percent green
electricity for street lighting and a seven day a
week local bus service to operate around the entire Mosman area.

rider

Hear first hand how the removal of the black rat from Mosman's
bushland will reduce the risk of disease, restore the bushland and bring
back native birds, reptiles, and small mammals. Follow the story of the
good rat – the Native Bogul and its quest to evict the invaders – the
black rat – from Mosman's bushland areas.

In canvassing options the Council will be very mindful of the fairness,
equity and sustainability of the limited foreshore parking available for
ALL Mosman residents, while ensuring it is friendly on local residents
who already have their lives impacted by the effects of traffic and
parking on most weekends.

Presented by Dr Grainne Cleary, Taronga Conservation Foundation.

Council staff are presently preparing detailed options and a major
communication strategy that will include a letterbox drop to all
properties in coming weeks.

Bookings for both talks are essential. Contact Council’s Team LeaderEnvironmental Sustainability on 9978 4018.
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Tales of underwater life at Balmoral Baths in January
Families enjoyed tales of underwater life from 'Dave the Pirate' while
viewing stunning underwater photography and displays by Eco Divers
and Mosman Council. Participants took a walk around Balmoral Baths
to learn about the amazing marine life in our local area.
Many people don't get the chance to see the interesting species living
in Mosman's coastal environment.
In fact, the waters around Mosman are home to over 500 seahorses
from two different species: White's Seahorse (Hippocampus whitei)
and Big Belly Seahorse (Hippocampus abdominalis). The seahorses
grow to only 18-20cm long and are often hidden, camouflaged against
the shark net at Balmoral Baths.
Other species that are found in Mosman's marine and coastal
environment include sea stars, seagrasses, cuttlefish and migratory
mammals including whales and dolphins. However, not all species are
welcome, and a presentation on marine pests, including Caulerpa
taxifolia was delivered by the Catchment Management Authority to
explain threats from introduced species. Children were told they
should never empty their fish tank into a waterway as pests and
diseases can spread and take over the marine environment.

Amy Lovesy and Dave the Pirate entertain participants

Sadly, marine animals are also at risk from litter and pollution. During the day, Eco Divers retrieved several bags of rubbish, including
recyclable drink bottles, cans, plastic bags, packaging, fishing lines and equipment, from around Balmoral Baths. This is a stark
reminder of the importance of using the waste and recycling bins in public places or taking our litter with us and ensuring fishing waste
and equipment is not left unattended.

Enjoy a fantastic season
at Mosman Art Gallery
From Balmain to Mosman: Nancy Borlase in Retrospect
Julie Harris: Survey 1975 – 2006
14 March – 3 May
Mosman Art Gallery will hold two very special
exhibitions by women artists who have lived
in Mosman and whose work spans several
generations. With a career lasting 65 years as
an artist and writer, including nine years as
an art critic, Nancy Borlase made a significant
contribution to Australian art.
From Balmain to Mosman: Nancy Borlase in
Retrospect highlights developments in her art
practice from the figurative images of her
early career to abstraction in the 1960s to
1980s and back to the figure again in the last
decades of her life. Nancy lived in Mosman
from 1961–2006 and continued painting
until her death at the age of 92.
Julie Harris Retrospective charts the progress
of Julie Harris from a creator of pop art
imagery and colourful screen prints in the
1970s to her highly evocative, bush-inspired
abstract paintings of recent years. Now a
resident of Kurrajong in the Blue Mountains,
Julie was born and raised in Mosman and
won the Mosman Bi-Centenary Art
Competition when she was a student at
Queenwood Girls School. In 2008 she won
the prestigious Adelaide Perry Drawing Prize.

Public Programs
Gallery Floor Talk with Peter Pinson OAM
Sunday 15 March, 2.00pm
Peter Pinson is an Emeritus Professor at
the University of New South Wales. Initially
trained as a painter he has written very
extensively on Australian art and has
recently exhibited the abstract works of
Nancy Borlase at his Woollahra Gallery.
Free Admission: afternoon tea included.
Meet the Artist – exhibition talk by Julie
Harris
Sunday 22 March, 2.00pm
Meet artist Julie Harris as she talks about
the development of her work and reflects
on the current direction of her art practice.
Free Admission: afternoon tea included.
Mosman Art Gallery
Cnr Art Gallery Way & Myahgah Road
Open 7 days, 10am – 5pm
Closed public holidays
www.mosman.nsw.gov.au

From top: Julie Harris, Floating Skies 3 (detail)
Nancy Borlase, The Bath
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Community Engagement
Strategy now on exhibition
Currently on public exhibition is the Council's new Community
Engagement Strategy.

Australia
Day Fun!
On Australia Day at Drill Hall
Common, Mosman Mayor Dom
Lopez announced Dr Ian
Fitzpatrick as the recipient of the
2009 Mosman Citizen of the Year
Award. Nick Twiney was named the
2009 Mosman Young Citizen of the Year.
Barry O'Keefe AM QC, who is Mosman's Australia Day Ambassador,
delivered the Australia Day address. He is a former long-standing
Mosman Mayor and well-known identity. The address followed a
citizenship ceremony welcoming 31 new Australian residents into
the area.
Dr Fitzpatrick has donated many years of community service to
Mosman as well as the wider community through his involvement
with mental health awareness and the Mosman Community Services
Co-operative. Through the Mosman Rotary Club he has promoted the
Rotary Bowel Scan project. He has a long career as a local GP.
The selection of Nick Twiney as Young Citizen of the Year
acknowledged his achievements in the title role of Billy Elliott, in
which he starred from January until May 2008 during the musical's
Sydney run. A well deserved overseas skiing holiday prevented Nick
from attending the ceremony. The Mayor will be making a separate
presentation to him on his return.

Competing Priorities
Infrastructure provision and maintenance is a continuing issue in
Mosman and the allocation of funding presents a significant challenge
in assigning priorities.
A BMX track at Balmoral has been identified as a project for some
time but with only a quarter of the required $200,000 available it
has been argued that the money could be better allocated to fund the
oval lighting upgrade which must be completed by March.
Similarly, $200,000 is allocated to undertake rebuilding of the Clem
Morath Pool at Edwards Beach. The Council must decide if it will
rebuild this facility, provide limited ongoing maintenance or allow it to
deteriorate naturally. Alternatively it could direct the money and
existing funds to allow urgent maintenance of the Clifton Gardens
Jetty and swimming enclosure with an estimated cost of $700,000.
Mosman Council will be inviting comment on these issues during March.

Council contacts
Mosman Municipal Council
Civic Centre, Mosman Square
Mosman NSW 2088

It contains three key approaches to community engagement –
inform, consult and involve. The aim of the strategy is to
achieve a broader range of views to help the Council plan better
services to meet community needs and aspirations. It will also
provide residents with greater opportunities to contribute to and
influence the outcomes which directly affect their lives. The
intention is to harness the benefits of online communication
while retaining the best of print and face-to-face consultation.
In keeping with the principles underpinning the strategy the
Council is seeking your opinions on the strategy.
You can view the Community Engagement Strategy at Mosman
Library or at www.mosman.nsw.gov.au where you can respond
online. Otherwise email your responses to
council@mosman.nsw.gov.au or write to the General Manager
PO Box 211 Spit Junction 2088 by 16 March.

Safety first for Sirius Cove
Newer model fire response vehicles cannot clear the Sydney
Water viaduct in Sirius Cove Road. In consultation with Sydney
Water and the NSW Fire Brigades, Mosman Council has been
looking at options to improve safety for residents. Opportunities
to relocate the viaduct and or lower the road are too expensive
and could cost up to $1 million.
Mosman Council and the NSW Fire Brigades have now agreed
on a solution. The Council will invest $300,000 in extending
the existing waterline from Lower Illawarra Street along Curlew
Camp Road to Curraghbeena Road.
Hydrants will be installed along the line and equipment boxes
will be strategically placed so minimal fire-fighting equipment
will need to be transported to the site should there be an
emergency.
In 2009 Council will contribute $870,000 towards fire
protection in the Sydney Fire District. These decisions will
ensure the Mosman Fire Station has the latest fire-fighting
equipment and all the newest technology in satellite navigation
systems to help identify the exact locations of emergencies.

Would you like Mosman News
delivered to your email inbox?
If so, sign up on Council’s website www.mosman.nsw.gov.au
and you'll receive the news as it’s published. This issue of
Mosman News can also be downloaded as a PDF from
Council’s website.

General Inquiries
tel
9978 4000
fax 9978 4132
email council@mosman.nsw.gov.au
web www.mosman.nsw.gov.au
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